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Caring for the Families of America's Fallen Heroes Since 1994

SPECIAL GUESTS

GENERAL JAMES J. MINGUS
Vice Chief of Staff of the Army

General James Mingus enlisted in
the Iowa National Guard in 1981 and
earned his commission through ROTC
at Winona State University. In 1987,
- he entered Active Duty as an Infantry
Officer, beginning a distinguished career of service and
leadership. He served in Germany with the 3rd Infantry
Division and later commanded units in the 82nd Airborne
Division, including B Company and the Divisions Long
Range Surveillance Detachment. At Fort Bragg, he led
the XVIII Airborne Corps’ Long Range Surveillance
Company before teaching at the University of Tennessee
as an assistant professor of military science. In 2000, he
joined the 1st Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, and held
operational leadership roles with Joint Special Operations
Command. He later commanded the 4th Ranger Training
Battalion and Regimental Special Troops of the 75th Ranger
Regiment. After attending the Army War College, he led
the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, and
heldseniorpositionsat U.S. Central Command. Hereturned
to Fort Carson as Deputy Commanding General and later
directed the Mission Command Center of Excellence. In
2018, he took command of the 82nd Airborne Division
and in 2020 transitioned to the Pentagon as Director
for Operations (J3) and later Director of the Joint Staff.
General Mingus is a devoted husband to Amy Hedgepeth
and father to Nathan, Zoe, and Luke. His career reflects
a lifelong dedication to service, leadership, and family.

ROBERT PATRICK
Actor

Robert Patrick has worked with the
top actors and directors in his field
for the last 20 years. His breakthrough
role came as the legendary T-1000 in
Terminator 2. He was the first actor in
the history of motion capture and since then, he has worked
on iconic films and television shows, including Die Hard 2,
Wayne's World, Last Action Hero, Fire in the Sky, Cop Land,
The Faculty, Walk the Line, Bridge to Terabithia, Spy Kids,
Flags of Our Fathers, The Sopranos, The Outer Limits, Elvis,
The Unit, The X-Files, Sons of Anarchy, and True Blood.
He starred as Agent Cabe Gallow in Scorpion for CBS for
four seasonsand mostrecentlywasseenin The Laundromat,
Perry Mason and co-stars in Peacemaker. Look for him in
season three of Tulsa King. Patrick is a lifelong supporter of
the military and the USO. The grandson of an Army veteran,
who served during World Wars I and II and the Korean
War, Patrick grew up with a profound respect for troops.
Heregularlygoeson USOhospitalvisitsandhas participated
in four USO tours to seven countries since 2008, visiting
more than 8,100 service members and military families.
As a longtime motorcycle enthusiast and Booze fighter,
Patrick served for years as an Honorary Grand Marshall
for the famed Love Ride which benefited veterans. He
became the proud co-owner of Harley-Davidson of
Santa Clarita.

@TAPSORG + MAY 2025





















TA+P*S

SESSION PRESENTERS

KARL WAGNER

Former Chief of Counterintelligence
Operations, CIA

Karl T. Wagner is a leading expert
in foreign affairs, security, and
trauma recovery with over 30 years

AW of experience. A former senior CIA
executive and Global Security Director at Tesla, he now
serves as Founder and CEO of Eastern Sky Technologies,
specializing in strategic risk management. He also leads
NTN Holdings, an impact investment fund focused on
resilience and recovery. A dedicated advocate for veterans
and trauma survivors, Karl promotes post-traumatic stress
prevention and turning war grief into positive peace. His
nonprofit work emphasizes resilience, mental health, and
trauma-informed recovery, making him a powerful voice
in global crisis response.

SESSION: The "START" Method: Stress, Trauma, and Resilience
Training — Sunday, 10:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

CANDACE WHEELER
Senior Director, TAPS Government
and Legislative Affairs

Candace Wheeler is TAPS Senior
Director of Government & Legislative
Affairs, with over 30 years of experience
advocating for military and surviving
fam1lles She played a key role in passing the Senator
Elizabeth Dole 21st Century Veterans Healthcare and
Benefits Improvement Act (2025) and the Honoring Our
Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act
(2022). Candace also led efforts to eliminate the "Widow's
Tax" on surviving spouses (2019). She serves as Vice
President of The Military Coalition, co-chairs the Toxic
Exposure in the American Military (TEAM) Coalition,
and is a member of the VA Advisory Committee on
Cemeteries and Memorials.

SESSIONS: TAPS Capitol Hill Town Hall Meeting — Friday,
1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. | Survivor Policy & Legislation Updates
— Saturday, 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. | Using Your Voice for
Change — Sunday, 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
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TERRI WILLIAMS
TAPS Senior Advisor

Terri Williams, a US. Army veteran,
has served military and veteran
communities for over 40 years. With
dual masters degrees in HR and

. management, she held leadership
roles in the Departments of Defense, Veterans Affairs,
and Transportation. A Pentagon 9/11 survivor and Gulf
War-era veteran, Terri advocates for military family
readiness, education, and health care. She teaches at
American and Georgetown Universities and is a doctoral
student at Vanderbilt University, researching grief, loss,
and leadership. Terri lives in Virginia with her husband,
a retired Army Senior Executive, and is proud of her son
and niece, US. Military Academy graduates.

SESSIONS: Atlas of the Heart: Mapping Connection and
Understanding - Sunday, 9:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. | Dare To Lead:
Building Courage and Resilience — Sunday, 10:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

& J§ LISAZUCKER
: TAPS Advisory Board

Lisa and her team are dedicated to
providing compassionate grief therapy
and specialized education. In response
to the 2019 Marjory Stoneman Douglas

M tragedy, she co-founded Professionals
United for Parkland, offering pro bono support and
trauma training to the community. After experiencing the
personal loss of her father in 2019 and the traumatic loss
of her brother in 2021, Lisa expanded her practice to help
others navigate the complexities of grief. She serves on the
executive board of the local Area Agency on Aging and the
Advisory Board for TAPS. Lisa is married to Scott, a U.S.
Army veteran, and is a devoted mom of three.

SESSIONS: Having Difficult Conversations About Loss &
Trauma: Who, What, How Much, What Do I Say? - Friday,
1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. | More Than the Way They Died -
Saturday, 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. | Understanding Sibling Loss
— Saturday, 3:00 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. | Grief and Preservation
of Self - Sunday, 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
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