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ed about BAE Systems’ involvement 
with TAPS and the commitment of its  
employees to those who serve.

“It is really a privilege for BAE Systems 
to support TAPS this year given all 
that the organization is doing for the 
families of our fallen men and women 
in uniform,” she said. “I am fortunate 
to go to work every day with colleagues 
who work tirelessly to do what they 
can to ensure that our servicemen and  
women have the very best products 
and capabilities we have to offer. While 
we do all that we can to protect our men 
and women who go in harm’s way, some-
times the best simply is not enough.”

That’s where TAPS steps in, she 
explained. “TAPS honors our coura-
geous service members by offering 
unequalled and unconditional help, 
hope, and healing to the families.” 
She says it is humbling to think about 
the personal choice made by those 
who serve – essentially “writing a 
blank check made payable to 'The 
United States of America’ for an 
amount ‘up to and including my life.' ” 

“There are many people that un-
derstand and value that families are 
dealing with the loss of a loved one 
who has given the last full measure of 
devotion in their selfless service to the 
nation,” she added. “I can’t tell you how 
it feels to have survivors tell me that 
members of the BAE Systems team 
who support events like the Good 
Grief Camp are their heroes. I am 
struck by their continued sense of 
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Dr. Madeline Lambrecht, herself 
a suicide survivor, has been an 
educator, counselor, and consultant 
on death-related issues for more 
than 30 years. She is a Professor  
and Director of the Division of 
Special Programs, College of 
Health Sciences, at the University 
of Delaware and is a past president 
of the Association for Death 
Education and Counseling. Dr. 
Lambrecht is certified as a Fellow 
in Thanatology. 
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Much confusion surrounds the sig-
nificance of the lapel pins given to sur-
viving family members shortly after 
the interment of their loved one who 
died while serving honorably in the 
Armed Forces. Although there may be 
differences in presentation between 
the branches of service, there is only 
one law that governs the procurement, 
awarding, and wearing of the pins. Each 
of the two lapel pins have been au-
thorized by Act of Congress. The legal 

and military distinctions between the 
two are based on the place, time, and  
circumstances of the death, as well as the 
survivor’s relationship to the deceased. 
For either pin, eligible family members 
include: widow, widower, mother, father, 
stepparent, parent through adoption, 
foster parent in loco parentis, son, 
daughter, stepchild , child by adoption, 
brother, sister, half brother, and half 
sister. No other family members are  
legally eligible to receive the pin.

Before addressing the differences 
between the two pins, we remind all 
those who are grieving the loss of 
someone who has served and died, 
that TAPS’ services and programs are 
available to loved ones regardless of 
relationship, geography, or manner of 
death. We make no distinctions among 
us; each of our loved ones took the 
oath of enlistment and served honorably 
until death. ✯ 







 Peer Mentor Profile
 

The heart of TAPS is the Peer Mentor Support network— survivors who have been 
trained and are willing to offer support to other survivors who are more recently  
bereaved. At TAPS we strive to match survivors with Peer Mentors whose losses 
are similar, although ultimately wounded hearts find solace with each other, even 
when circumstances differ. TAPS is grateful to its Peer Mentors— those special people 
who are able to reach through their own pain to help others cope with theirs.
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Adam Furtado, 
Senior Airman, USAF,  

TAPS Good Grief Camp  
Group Leader and  

Logistics Coordinator
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